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IN 1930

DURING

THE GREAT
DEPRESSION
ROSARIO CORDINA
ESTABLISHED

A SMALL

FAMILY FARM...
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THE 1940s SAW
THE FIRST OF
MANY FIRSTS

R. Cordina & Son began in a modest
tin shed on the family farm in Sydney.

It was here that 16 year old Joe, Rosario's son,
saw an opportunity to provide fresh, ready to
use chickens to the local restaurant market.
This was something of a first in the 40s.

In those days processed chicken was only
available frozen. As demand grew so did the
business and in 1945 Cordina Farms was born.

From the very beginning, family values, integrity
and a spirit of innovation was ingrained in the
Cordina family members who helped found both
the business and an entire industry.

In future years and generations these values
would remain and became synonymous with the
Company itself.
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50s & 60s

PIONEERS &
PARTNERSHIPS

Cordina Farms' beginnings as an innovator
continued throughout the decades. In the
1950s, Cordina introduced fresh chicken to
iconic retailer David Jones and commenced a
relationship that has spanned over 6 decades.

Cordina chickens were the first to roam

free of cages in large open barns, another
innovation that was unheard of in the era and

was pioneered in the early 50s by Cordina
contract farmer, Tom Lewis, who subsequently
became Premier of NSW. Cordina chickens have

been cage free ever since.

In the 1960s Cordina Farms became the first
poultry processor to introduce automated
processing equipment to Australia.



70s & 80s

ICONS
GROWTH AND
INNOVATION

The 70s heralded a new era of growth with
the third generation of the family, Daniel and
John Cordina, Joe's sons, joining the firm.
By the middle of the decade the Company's
turnover had doubled.

The emergence of retail giants such as

Coles and Woolworths Supermarkets, saw further
long term relationships forged and yet another
Cordina innovation: value added poultry products,
never available in Australia prior to that time.

In 1988 the family acquired a second
processing operation, Summertime Chicken
located at Galston, NSW.




90s AND
BEYOND

LEADING
THE WAY

By 1990 the Cordina “family” was much
more than the few family members.

It had grown to become a loyal group of
long-term team members, many of whom
had spent their entire working lives helping
to build a proudly Australian brand.

Louise Cordina, daughter of John, also
joined the group in 1996 to become
the fourth generation Cordina in the
family business.

Cordina had become not only a market
leader in fresh value added products but
a company that represented the best of
both worlds; large enough to be resilient
and dependable, whilst still retaining the
ethics and service they had been known
for throughout the decades.
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A FAMILY
TRADITION

IN 2010 THE
TRADITION
CONTINUES

In celebrating our 65th anniversary and in
tribute to our heritage, we're proud to unveil
our invigorated new look. The past echoes
in Cordina's vision for the future with the
ethics and family traditions that were so
important then, remaining today. Hard work,
trustworthiness and a passion for quality,
innovation and customer service have
become the hallmarks of Cordina Farms.

Our new logo represents this badge of honour.
It's worn with pride by all of us at Cordina

and is today as it has been for 65 years,

a name trusted by Australia since 1945.
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TRADITION

Head Office

55 Mandoon Road Girraween NSW 2145
PO Box 88 Wentworthville NSW 2145
Tel: 02 9912 1700 Fax: 02 9912 1716
www.cordina.com.au





